
October 2020 Newsletter

 
Important Dates:

Principal’s Message: 
I wanted to start this month’s newsletter with a heartfelt thank you to 
the whole Simonds community for supporting our school through the 
first month of learning. We are now about 30 days into the year and 
staff and students are beginning to get used to our new routines. Each 
day brings new challenges and questions, but inevitably we are facing 
these issues with flexibility and our best problem-solving skills. Your 
help and understanding throughout this process is greatly appreciated!

Staff spent the majority of September getting to know students, 
establishing routines and getting used to the new ‘normal.’ As the 
month progressed, our teachers began to assess each student’s 
current level of performance through AIMSweb testing, reading and 
math benchmarks and classroom formative assessments. This work 
provided us with a very clear picture of how to target our instruction. 
Additionally, these assessments guided the formation of Title One 
groups, differentiated instruction in the classroom and groups for our 
reading and math specialists. This is a really exciting development for 
us as this feels a lot like ‘regular’ school. 

As part of this assessment process, the NH Department of 
Education has asked that all fourth and fifth grade students take 
the NH Statewide Assessment System (SAS) Interim assessment 
in October. We are in the process of developing the schedule for this 
assessment. If you have a child in these grades, you will be hearing 
more about this from your child’s classroom teacher.

Lastly, we have run into a few problems with school 
expectations for our At Home: Remote Learners. Please keep in 
mind that while your child may be at home, there is still an expectation 
that they are a ‘ready learner.” This includes a few helpful suggestions. 
Please keep microphones muted unless directed by a teacher or 
staff member to unmute. We have additional speakers and 
microphones in the classroom that pick up all conversations, even 
those occurring among adults in the Google Meet. Student cameras 
should be on during direct instruction with the classroom teacher.  
The teacher will let the student know when they can turn off cameras. 
Students should be dressed appropriately and located in an area 
that is appropriate to school. For example, students should be sitting 
up and focused on the lesson. They should not be lying in beds or 
walking in and out of lessons. Again, teachers will direct students 
when they can leave a session to work independently or not be 
present virtually for parts of the lesson. Generally, parents should not 
feel obligated to ‘watch’ or supervise these lessons unless there is a 
technical issue or discussion with your child’s teacher. Most of our At 
Home learners (especially in grades 3 and above) are independent 
throughout the day.

Again thank-you for your support and please do not hesitate to 
reach out with questions or concerns.

Inspiring learners, committing to community, contributing to a dynamic world

Odds 
Bodkin - 
Storyteller

Halloween Parade Update
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, Simonds 
will NOT be holding its annual 
Halloween parade this year. Individual 
classrooms will be recognizing this 
holiday in order to avoid ‘whole’ school 
events.



Boys & Girls Club News:

NOTES FROM THE HEALTH OFFICE:   
Circumstances can change at any time especially during this COVID-19 pandemic.  Below is a list of the 
programs that are available for families in need. There is no criteria to meet. If you have a need please let us 
help.  Contact Janet Meade, School Nurse, at  jmeade@kearsarge.org to request forms and/or information.

United Church of Warner - Thanksgiving Food boxes with items to prepare a full dinner (turkey, potatoes, 
vegetables, stuffing, bread, and pie) This can be picked up at the church or delivered to your home the 
Monday prior to Thanksgiving. 
Sugar River Savings Bank - Christmas Program for children (up to age 18) residing in Warner or attending 
Simonds Elementary.  The priority is for the children to receive gifts of clothing/other necessities and 1-2 
“wish-list” items. Families are responsible for wrapping items.
Simonds School - Friday food bags for students for weekends.  You can request to be part of this at any time.

Other reminders:
*Please continue to screen your child(ren) daily for COVID-19 symptoms and inform the nurse if your child has 
been ill prior to returning to school.  Students that are excluded due to symptoms on the COVID-19 list will be 
excluded at least 10 days unless they have documentation of a negative COVID-19 test.  We appreciate your 
help in maintaining a healthy learning environment at Simonds for students and staff. 
*Students are outside often throughout the day.   As the weather begins to change please make sure your 
child comes to school with appropriate clothing to play outside.  It’s not a bad idea to start packing a hat and 
gloves/mittens to go along with a sweatshirt or jacket.  

Preschool storytime -Thursdays at 10:30 via Zoom.  Contact the library for the link.  
The next story on the Story Walk is "Blueberries For Sal" by Robert McCloskey.

From the Guidance Office:
Hello Simonds Families! 
Did you know…….that October is International Walk to School Month?  This campaign began in the UK in 
1995, and in 1997 students in Chicago and Los Angeles were the first to participate in a Walk To School Day 
in the United States.  In 2000 the Walk to School campaign became international, when the UK, Canada and 
the United States all joined together for the 1st International Walk to School Day.  Walk To School Day is an 
event that allows our community to promote safety, build healthy habits and share ways to protect our 
environment.  

Please STAY TUNED for more information about a SIMONDS WALK TO SCHOOL DAY in October!  
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